African-American Children & Families Conference, February 23, 2018 by University of Northern Iowa. College of Education.
University of Northern Iowa 
UNI ScholarWorks 
African-American Children & Families 
Conference Programs Conferences/Events 
2-23-2018 
African-American Children & Families Conference, February 23, 
2018 
University of Northern Iowa. College of Education. 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you 
Copyright ©2018 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.uni.edu/aacfconference_programs 
 Part of the African American Studies Commons 
Recommended Citation 
University of Northern Iowa. College of Education., "African-American Children & Families Conference, 
February 23, 2018" (2018). African-American Children & Families Conference Programs. 2. 
https://scholarworks.uni.edu/aacfconference_programs/2 
This Program is brought to you for free and open access by the Conferences/Events at UNI ScholarWorks. It has 
been accepted for inclusion in African-American Children & Families Conference Programs by an authorized 
administrator of UNI ScholarWorks. For more information, please contact scholarworks@uni.edu. 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Friday, February 23, 2018
7:30-8 a.m. Registration and Refreshments
 Emcee – Keyah Levy, Assistant Director, Center for Multicultural 
Education University of Northern Iowa
8:00-8:20 a.m. Community Youth Group performance - Union Steppers Drill 
Team (Pastor Marvin Jenkins) 
National Black Anthem - Celeste Bembry
8:20-8:25 a.m. Introduction of UNI Provost and Exec VP, Dr. Jim Wohlpart
8:25-8:30 a.m. Welcome, College of Education, Dean Gaëtane Jean-Marie
8:35-9:20 a.m. Introduction of Speaker - e Honorable Quentin Hart, Mayor, 
City of Waterloo, Iowa
 Keynote Speaker - Dr. Gail ompson - “You Can Make the 
Dierence”
9:20-9:35 a.m. Break
9:35-10:35 a.m. Large Group Session A - Talk with Waterloo’s Director of Safety, 
Dan Trelka - “Family Matters” 
(ese two events are simultaneous) 
Large Group Session B - Youth Keynote Speaker Marshaundus 
Robinson
10:40-11:40 a.m. Breakout Session I (see breakout sessions)
11:45 a.m.-12:50 p.m. Lunch is available in SEC Lobby
 Featured Guest Presenters:  Dr. Tiany Flowers, Don Tate and 
Dr. Shuaib Meacham
12:45-2:00 p.m. Specialized Session - Panel - Iowa Juvenile Justice Judges
2:00- 3:00 p.m. Breakout Session II (see breakout sessions)
3:00-3:4:10 p.m. Special Community Forum - Dr. Timothy Eatman, Community 
Engagement - e University
 Connecting With Families in the Community-Administration, 
Faculty and Students - Taking An Active Role
4:10-4:15 p.m. CEUs, Diversity Certicates, Conference Participation 
Certicates, Turn in conference evaluations
EARNING CREDIT
is conference meets the criteria for 6 continuing education hours for social workers, marriage 
and family therapists and Iowa Board of Certication (IBC) credentialed prevention and treatment 
professionals in addictions and other behavioral health elds for Friday, February 23, 2018.
A nonrefundable $10.00 processing fee will be required of the participant who is applying for CEUs.  
Checks (no cash) will need to be made out separately to the UNI Department of Social Work with date 
and name of event in check memo and sent in prior to the time of the conference to: Debra Laneville, 
UNI – Social Work Department Sabin, Room 235, Cedar Falls, IA 50614-0405.  Participants wanting 
CEUs will sign in at the onset of Friday’s conference day and sign out at the end. A Certicate of 
Attendance will be available to all attendees at the completion of the training.  Please direct any Social 
Work CEU’s questions to Jenny Becker, Social Work Department Director of Field Instruction at jennifer.
becker@uni.edu.
Earn one unit of UNI undergraduate or graduate credit! Visit the following website for more 
information:  http://www.vpaf.uni.edu/aac/
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LESSONS LEARNED FROM OUR ANCESTORS
Pass it On : 
Friday, February 23, 2018
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
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Rev. Robert L. Holmes
The Shining Stars Girls and Young Male Leaders would 
like to thank the UNI Holiday Sponsors for shining 
brightness in their lives during the holiday season!
Grades Kindergarten through 12th Grade
Funded by Community and Guernsey Foundations, the University of Northern Iowa College of Education
Contact Dr. Gloria Kirkland Holmes at 319-273-2007 or gloria.holmes@uni.edu
Calling all kids!
Join the Shining Stars Girls and Young Male Leaders groups! 
You’ll meet other kids in many different ways:
• Field Trips




• Learn different languages ...and much more!
CONFERENCE SPONSORS:
SPECIAL THANKS TO:
Dr. Gloria Kirkland Holmes, 
Conference Coordinator, UNI
Gwen Berry, Chief Diversity 
Ocer, President’s Oce, UNI
Kelli McCarthy, UNI 
Events Coordinator
Dr. Shuaib Meacham, Faculty, 
Literacy Division, C&I, UNI & 
Community Hip Hop/Leader
Dr. Charles McNulty, Associate 
Supt. for Educational Services, 
Waterloo Schools
Dr. Shuaib Meacham, Dept. of 
Curriculum and Instruction, UNI
Dr. Miriam Tyson, Cedar 
Valley Faces of Excellence 
Graduation, Project Manager
Dr. Beverly Smith, Waterloo 
Schools Diversity and Equity, 
Associate Superintendent
Angela Weekley, Community 
Engagement, Veridian Credit Union
Keyah Levy, Asst. Director, Center 
for Multicultural Education, 
Mental Health, Trauma-
Informed Specialist, UNI
Dr. Courtney Clausen, Faculty 
& Student Advocate
Juana Hollingsworth, McNairs 
Scholars Program & Advisor, 
Black Student Union
Rose Loggins, Social Worker, 
Domestic Violence, Sexual 
Assault Advocate
Megan Bernholtz, Community 
Outreach, United Health Care
Jess Betts, University Relations, UNI
Amelia Holden-McMurray, 
University Relations, UNI
Rachel Kleven, Web Designer, UNI
Michele Feltes, Community/ 
Family Advocate
Maxine Davis, Director, 
Instructional Resources 
Technology Services, UNI
Mindy Noble, IRTS, UNI
Eastside Ministerial Alliance
*Indicates sessions appropriate for youth attendees
Does your child need health insurance?  Healthy and Well Kids in Iowa (hawk-i) offers free or 
low-cost health insurance for children under 19 years old. The hawk-i program covers doctor 
visits, immunizations, hospital care, eye exams and glasses, prescription drugs, routine dental 
and much more. A family of four making $71,000 may be eligible for hawk-i. To find out if your 
children qualify, go to www.hawk-i.org. You can even complete the application online.  
As one of the participating hawk-i health plans, UnitedHealthcare offers children the very best 
health care coverage. Call the hawk-i program today to learn more! 1-800-257-8563. 
EXHIBITORS
e World’s Window
Keynote speaker, Dr. Gail L. ompson, former Wells Fargo Endowed Professor of Education at Fayetteville 
State University, has written six books including e Power of One: How You Can Help or Harm African American 
Students, which was nominated for the National Sta Development Council’s Book of the Year Award); and 
rough Ebony Eyes: What Teachers Need to Know but are Afraid to Ask About African American Students, a book 
that has received a considerable amount of attention from educators, talk show hosts, and news reporters across the 
nation. is book is also used in numerous teacher education courses and professional development programs.
Community Forum speaker, Dr. Timothy Eatman, Professor of Higher Education, has served as the Co-Director 
as well as the Director for Research for Imagining America (IA), a national consortium of academic and community 
institutions designed to strengthen the public role and democratic purposes of the humanities, arts and design. 
He steered the committee of the American Commonwealth Project (ACP) as a senior research advisor for “We 
the People,” a partnership among colleges and universities, the White House, and other federal agencies, including 
the Department of Education. He has worked extensively with colleges and universities with rst generation, low 
income and students of color and underrepresented groups.
Pre-Conference keynote speaker, Daniel Spikes, is an Assistant Professor of Educational Leadership, 
Organizations and Policy at Iowa State University (ISU). His research interests focus on racial disparities in 
educational outcomes and the policies and practices of school districts, schools, and school leaders that serve to 
perpetuate and/or ameliorate these disparities.
Youth speaker, Rev. Marshaundus L. Robinson, pastor of the Corinthian Missionary Baptist Church of 
Waterloo, IA. Pastor Marshaundus’s passion to help youth nd their God given purpose in life provides a colorful 
backdrop for his strong message of support representing hope for many who looking toward a bright future.
Dan Trelka, City of Waterloo Director of Safety, He is a graduate of the FBI National Academy, has a Master’s 
Degree in Management and Organizational Behavior, a Bachelor Degree in Criminal Justice Administration, and he 
is Certied as a Public Manager through the University of Wisconsin in Madison.
Don Tate, award-winning author, and the illustrator of numerous critically acclaimed books for children. Don 
Tate’s session titled “Creating Winning Picture Book Biographies” will be discussing both sides of the bookmaking 
process. How do creators of picture book biographies nd and then zero in on the right information? How can 
illustrators nd their writing voice? And what about research—how do you know what to include and leave out?
Dr. Tiany A. Flowers, Author and Educator will present session on “Cultivating School-Based Literacies Among 
African American Families.” Topics explored in this presentation include: (a) Focusing on current research 
regarding African American families; (b) Literacy-based strategies for teachers and parents; and (c) Building 
capacity for literacy partnerships within African American communities. Participants will leave this presentation 
with a list of ideas and strategies for supporting African American families in relation to school-based literacies.
Dr. Shuaib Meacham, Associate Professor, Literacy Education, Curriculum and Instruction, UNI. Dr. Meacham 
specializes in Hiphop integration in literacy education. He is actively engaged with youth in the Cedar Valley 
area and enjoys engaging them in hiphop experiences. He also has a passion for the promotion of multicultural 
education and diversity issues. He is denitely a leader in diversity matters!
Daniel L. Block, Associate Juvenile Judge: District 1B, was appointed to the bench in 1997. He earned his 
undergraduate degree from the University of Iowa in 1985. In 1989 he graduated from Creighton University and 
began his law career serving as Assistant Black Hawk County Attorney from 1990-1996. He was in private practice 
from 1996 until his appointment to the bench. Judge Block is a member of the Black Hawk County Bar Association 
and the Iowa Judges Association. Judge Block also is an Adjunct Professor at the University of Northern Iowa, where 
he teaches Juvenile and Family Law. He is married and has three children.
David Staudt, District Court Judge: District 1B, was appointed to the bench in 2010. He received his bachelor’s 
degree in 1990 from the University of Iowa, and his law degree in 1993 from Drake University Law School. Judge 
Staudt was in private practice until joining the Waterloo public defender’s oce in 1997 where he was appointed 
Chief Public Defender in 2006.
Ruth Frush, Chief Juvenile Court Ocer, 1st Judicial District, is a graduate of Wartburg College with degrees in 
business administration and secondary education. She briey taught classes at the Martin Luther King Center in 
Waterloo to adults and provided credit recovery for high school students. She was hired by the Black Hawk County 
Probation Department in 1980 to oversee the restorative justice programs. e restitution program became a national 
model as she provided training across the nation through the federal Restitution Education, Specialized Training & 
Technical Assistance (RESTTA) program. As a Juvenile Court Ocer, Ruth supervised diversion programs, informal 
and formal cases. In 2005 Ruth became the Chief Juvenile Court Ocer for the First Judicial District.
Dave Kuker, Executive Ocer, CJJP, Iowa Department of Human Rights, is an Executive Ocer for the Iowa 
Division of Criminal and Juvenile Justice Planning (CJJP), Department of Human Rights. He has been involved in 
various capacities in juvenile justice issues (grants administration, sta to committees, research, program and policy 
development, compliance monitoring of secure juvenile facilities, etc.) for over 27 years. He is the lead sta for 
Iowa’s Disproportionate Minority Connement Sub; a sub-Committee of Iowa’s Juvenile Justice Advisory Council. 
He is Iowa’s State Juvenile Detention Alternatives Initiative Coordinator, and assists with administration for Iowa’s 
federal Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act formula grant funding. Dave has a BA from the University 
of Northern Iowa.
• WHY BLACK MEN DON’T ATTEND CHURCH, AND 
HOW TO RECOVER A SPIRIT THAT ATTRACTS 
THEM, Emerson Miller, President Agape Counseling 
Services. Come learn of a strength-based approach 
to attract more African American men to church. 
is workshop addresses the phenomenon of male 
identity with topics like the State of Black Men and 
the Church and What the Church Needs to Do to 
Attract them.
• *MENTAL HEALTH AND THE NEED TO FACE THE 
REAL ISSUES.  Mental Health Panel coordinated 
by Keyah Levy, Assistant Director, Center for 
Multicultural Education.  What are some of the 
reasons why some African Americans are not 
receiving much needed Mental health services and 
what can be done to be supportive in receiving care!
• PUTTING PRAYER BACK IN SCHOOLS, Ernestine 
Meakins, Evangelist, Mt. Zion Church, Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, With recent violence in schools, many feel 
that the best and most reasonable answer is to put 
prayer back in schools. When prayer was taken 
out of schools, it allowed more focus on the lack 
of understandings and caring attitudes about self 
and others. When prayer was in schools, we did 
not witness as many shootings and other forms of 
destructive and violent behaviors . Put prayer back 
in schools.
• EMPOWERING PARTNERSHIPS WITHIN OR SCHOOL 
COMMUNITY (families, school and community) 
by Audrey Wallican-Green, Principal, Waterloo 
Community School District.  What is the impact 
on student achievement when the school works 
towards building relationships with the entire school 
community? Join us as we collaborate about ways to 
successfully build relationships with the entire school 
community.
• THIS IS OUR STORY:  FRAMING AFRICAN 
AMERICAN PARENT ENGAGEMENT THROUGH 
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE, Treya Allen, University 
of Arizona.  e postulation about the lack of Black 
parent involvement is oen based on school-centered 
denitions of involvement that do not account 
for cultural based practices established prior to 
the Transatlantic Slave Trade. Understanding the 
historical narratives around education in the Black 
community and how the narratives inuence the 
practices used by parents can aord new avenues of 
collaboration and partnership with Black parents.
• *THINK HAPPY, BE HAPPY:  IGNITING OUR YOUTH 
TO LIVE, THINK AND BE HAPPY, eodora Jn 
Baptiste, UNI student.  Session is specially designed 
to promote well-being and happiness as longterm 
goals and lasting positive lifestyle habits. Activities 
will be provided to motivate youth on ways of living 
productive and fullling lives. Learn of an innovative 
approach to support youth in optimum happiness 
and wellbeing. 
• DOMESTIC  VIOLENCE IN THE AFRICAN AMERICAN 
COMMUNITY IS EVERYONE’S BUSINESS.  When you 
hurt your partner, you hurt your children.  Robert 
Tyson, Access to Justice Coordinator, Waypoint 
Services; Lisa Ambrose, Director and Sausha Petroske, 
Amani Community Services.  Domestic violence has 
an impact on children and families. What have the 
children seen and heard? Children are oen aware 
of the violence even if partners try to protect them 
from it. Children exposed to violence may experience 
traumatic nightmares, unsuccessful school experiences 
or model inappropriate behaviors. What can you do to 
help support victims?
• THE JOYS OF BEING A GRANDMOTHER by Joyce 
Wilder, Grandmother.  Many African American 
children benet from the extended family 
experiences provided by grandparents. Emotional 
and loving support are proven key factors in helping 
these children to achieve and become successful 
participants in educational settings! Come share 
some of the joyous experiences of this grandmother 
who turns unbelievable happenings into positive 
excitement
• CULTURAL COMPETENCY AND BIAS IN HOME 
VISITATION (Early Childhood) by Stephanie Shavers, 
Program Manager, Operation reshold.  Cultural 
issues are among the many factors that should be 
considered when developing or providing services 
to families in the home. ere are denitely cultural 
barriers that can be experienced when Home visitors 
and Social workers interact with African American, 
foreign born and immigrant parents and their unique 
needs.
• MINDFULNESS: CULTIVATING PEACE IN 
CLASSROOMS AND COMMUNITIES by Dr. Sarah 
Montgomery, Associate Professor, Curriculum 
and Instruction, UNI.  Engage in discussion 
about research regarding the positive impact 
of Mindfulness approaches for classrooms and 
communities. Participants will be able to explore and 
nd out how Mindfulness practices can support self-
regulation and inner peace!
• FOOD INSECURITY AMONG AFRICAN AMERICANS, 
by Joyce Levingston, UNI Graduate Assistant, COE 
Cedar Valley’s Little Free Pantries.  Food Insecurity 
is a continuous concern for Americans and especially 
those who are of African American descent. Come 
learn the facts about and ways to help families in 
your community ght hunger.
• HUMAN TRAFFICKING – WHAT YOU SHOULD 
KNOW by Kenesha Davis, Human Tracking 
Specialist, Friends of the Family Agency.  We will 
take a look at the phenomena of human tracking 
and how it aects youth and adults. Friends of the 
Family are working hard to end human tracking 
and oer services to individuals who have been 
aected by human tracking. rough this 
presentation we will look at eected populations and 
talk about ways to keep our community safe.
• *STUDENTS SPEAK OUT! Student Panel discussion 
facilitated by Sharrie Wright, Asst. Principal, East 
High School Waterloo Schools Diversity and Equity, 
Associate Superintendent, Dr. Beverly Smith
Breakout SessionsSpecial Guest Presenters
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United Healthcare Community Plan
Veridian Credit Union
